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PERTH ZOO — GIRAFFE BREEDING PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Minister for Environment) [12.06 pm]: I would like to inform the house of recent 
successes at Perth Zoo in its work to contribute to global efforts to breed giraffes and ensure the survival of the species. 
In the last two months, Perth Zoo has welcomed two giraffe calves, a male and a female, the first time two calves 
have been born at the same time. Giraffe numbers in the wild have suffered a 40 per cent decline in the last 30 years, 
making zoo breeding efforts more important than ever before. With fewer than 80 000 wild giraffe roaming the African 
plains, these two arrivals are an important contribution to successful breeding efforts helping to fight extinction. The 
births are the culmination of hard work and collaboration with other zoos across Australia and New Zealand. 
Perth Zoo plays a very important role in the regional giraffe breeding program, and giraffes previously born here 
have been moved across the region to make sure that there is continued genetic diversity and breeding success. Adult 
female Kitoto gave birth to her third calf in September. The female calf is developing well and will become an 
important member of the regional breeding program once she reaches maturity. Zoo visitors are already enjoying 
watching her grow and start to explore her environment. Perth Zoo received almost 14 000 submissions from the 
community suggesting a name for the young female, and I had the great pleasure over the weekend in announcing 
that her name is Zahara, which has its origins in Swahili, an East African language. In English, Zahara means 
blossoming flower. The male calf, born in early October, is adult female Ellie’s first calf. Ellie is a nervous new mum 
and she has struggled to feed the young male. Perth Zoo zoologists and veterinarians supported Ellie through her 
first few days of motherhood in the hope that she would allow the calf to suckle. When this was not successful, staff 
attempted to introduce the male calf to Kitoto to see whether she would take him on as a surrogate. Unfortunately, 
this was also unsuccessful, so the male calf is now being hand reared. 
The work carried out at Perth Zoo to save species is to be commended. I thank Western Australians for the support 
shown to this important community asset and the work it does in the conservation and breeding of wildlife. Hopefully, 
both young giraffes will soon be running around the Perth Zoo savanna, being enjoyed by all visitors. 
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